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K()()s and Antoinette Badenhorst’s family
tree has become as rooted in American
patriotism as it is in Christmas spirit since the
couple moved to Mississippi from Cape Town,
South Africa, in 1999. Last year, white lights
cast their glow through translucent porcelain
American flags on every branch from trunk to
tip. For this couple, the holidays now represent
a double celebration.

Antoinette, a porcelain artist, made the
ornaments to commemorate becoming an
American citizen in 2014 and o mark Koos'
onc-year anniversary as a citizen, When the
Christmas tree was lit with the new ornaments,
it became more than an emblem of the season.

“For us, the light shining through those flags
is a symbol of hope. That is what America was for
us, and it is what we still find here,” she said.
The journey to finding that hope began 15

years ago with a monumental leap of faith
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Above, artists Antoinette and Koos Badenhorst in Antoinette’s studio in Saltillo, Miss. Her artwork has avolve
and she now specializes in porcelain thot has been seen around the world. She created o Mississippi-

h d since she moved to the United States from South Africa 16 years 099
shaped Christmas ornament this year to celebrate her hame and her ifizenship
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“We left our family and home in South
Africa and came here with only $5,000 and
three girls getting ready to go to college. We
had learned English from watching movies. [
had to show I had a four-year degree and 12
years of work experience just to get a work
visa,” Koos said. “I don't think most people
realize how much of a change it is.”

The family spent eight years in Mississippi
and then seven in Chicago before moving back
to Tupelo in 2013. It was an era of major tran-
sition for the family, but the spirited couple
showed their children how to flourish.

Antoinette’s prolific art career started in
South Africa with pottery and blossomed in
the United States as she moved on to porcelain.

Her early American works included smoke-
fired primitive pitch pots in homage to her
native country. They later changed to fine and
delicate, but deceptively sturdy, white porce-
lain works brushed with touches of vivid colors
on the inside. The walls of her pieces are thin
enough to allow light to flow through them.

“Looking at all of my works together is
like seeing the story of my life. I was grieving
the loss of my native country at first, and you
can see when [ finally had relief from that and
started being content with myself as a Mis-
sissippian and American,” she said. “You see
through that thin wall to the color of my joy.”

Museums and magazines around the world
have featured her porcelain, and prospective
artists from as far as Brazil and Australia take
her online courses. Former President George
W. Bush displayed her art in the White House,
and singer-songwriter Joan Baez owns a piece.

Koos, a computer engineer turned photog-
rapher, first picked up the camera after paying
a professional $600 for photos of Antoinette’s
work for a competition. Not many novice pho-
tographers take on the challenge of shooting
porcelain. It’s difficult to capture the white of
the outside, the texture and translucency of the
piece and the color on the inside in one shot.
Still, Koos was determined to learn.

After taking a beginner course at Itawamba
Community College, Mississippi Magazine
published his first picture in 2001. National
publications including Ceramics Monthly and
Pottery Making Illustrated have featured his art
photography, and people worldwide seck his
advice on shooting porcelain via his website.
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