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[ntoinelte Badenhorst /(,/[ her home in South l/} ica lo pul down rools in
Vississippi. In the process, she became rec ogniz ed as one ()/ the lop ceramic

udge is to cooking as

porcelain is to ceramics.

It’s not exactly
the first analogy that
comes to mind when
thinking of clay, but
for Antoinette Badenhorst it’s an
apt description of what she calls the
“dance of the diva.”
For over 30 years, Antoinette
has worked as a potter. For much
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artists in the country.

By Natalie Richardson

of that time, she has worked with
porcelain, a material and ceramic style
considered by many to be one of the
most difficult. But for Antoinette, it’s
simply a relationship of give and take.
Like fudge, you have to know the
exact time to take it off the stove, or
else it will fall apart.

“The Diva is demanding,” she said.
“She wants what she wants at the right
time.”

But if you learn her demands, the
results can be breathtaking, and for
the Badenhorsts in particular, the
result can also be a new home.

Antoinette and Koos Badenhorst
moved from South Africa to Saltillo,
Mississippi, in 1999, with nothing but
their three daughters and a few boxes.

“On the first night, we literally slept
on just mattresses, and the TV box
became our coffee table,” she said.






While Koos worked at Lane
Furniture in the I.T. department,
Antoinette traded her pottery skills
for space to continue the art she had
learned in South Africa. To stay in the
United States, they were faced with
the task of obtaining a green card.

The application process is long,
difficult and expensive. Many
immigrants use their employers
to apply, but the Badenhorsts
took a unique approach. As their
immigration lawyer explained, if they
could prove Antoinette was among
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the top 1o percent of ceramic artists
in the country, the government would
grant permanent residency to her and
her family.

After two applications, she obtained
permanent residency for herself and
her family for her “extraordinary
ability in the field of ceramics.” It was
an achievement she never thought was
within reach, she said. But since then,
Antoinette’s work has continued to
make a name for itself.

She has gone on to be featured in
shows and exhibits across the world,

.

win awards, teach workshops at

home and abroad, and most recently,

be nominated for the prestigious

International Design Award in 2014.
She says it’s her passion that

makes her art and teaching career

so successful. Creating porcelain is

about energy and movement, she

said. In South Africa and during the

early years in the United States, she

drew inspiration from the rhythms of

Africa. The running of a giraffe or the

tapping of an elephant’s foot became

the lines and shapes for her porcelain.
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